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that we will not submit to the Rowlatt Act and that we will civilly
disobey other laws. That civil disobedience of law can only be prac-
tised by one who adheres to truth and non-violence. Without that
civil disobedience is foolish and could not help us to achieve any-
thing for the public good.

The aim of satyagraha at present is to place before the public
the principles of truth and non-violence as far as possible, and when
we are sure that these principles have been grasped, we will again
break the law civilly.1 Every man and woman who takes this vow
must understand that truth and non-violence are to be adhered to
in this struggle. We have to disobey the law civilly as Prahlad did.
Like Prahlad also we must not depart from truth. Without these
two things civil disobedience of law is irreligious. As will be seen
from the manifesto issued by me about Horniman, our struggle
is concerned with modern civilization. The history of the world
speaks of the time spent by the nations in the development of physi-
cal force. We have observed this in Europe.2

I would put it to Hindus and others that they should not sink
to the condition of modern Europe. Yet I have observed that India
is inclined towards that condition. Otherwise we would not have
seen the outrages that we have seen.

I have my duty to point out, without going into the merits or
demerits of these outrages, that through outrages and disturbances
[we] will never achieve any good for India. From the study of
other religions I have learnt that the man who depends on physi-
cal force spreads irreligion, and he who depends on soul-force under-
stands the true religion. So sisters and brothers bear in mind
what has been said about this movement and help the cause.3
From this it need not be supposed that what I have said will take
years and years to fulfil. It is only necessary to understand that we
should not take part in disturbances when the movement pro-
gresses.

Bombay Secret Abstracts, 1919, pp. 339-40; also Gujarati, 4-5-1919

1 The Gujarati report of the speech adds here: "For this reason, this leaflet
has placed another pledge before the public, called the sympathizers* pledge."
2 According to the Gujarati report : "The history of the world speaks of
no nation which has spent all its time in the development of physical   force.
We see this being done only in present-day Europe,"
3 The Gujarati report adds here : "If it were to make a practical suggestion,
I would say that, if you approve of the principles I have placed before you,
give as much of your time as you can for propagating them*   If you do, they
will be with the people soon enough-"